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Conservation of California’s natural world and positioning nature-based
solutions to create resiliency from a changing climate, urgently demands a
fundamental change in approach, underlying assumptions and cultural
humility that crystalizes issues of equity.

Mani J. Oliva
Chief Executive Officer
Point Blue Conservation Science

Objective
Identify equity research gaps to advance
Pathways to California’s 30x30, including need for
synthesis of existing research, collection of new
data, deployment of new research and research
areas, and examination of existing or new models.

Participants
• 50 organizational representatives contributed
• Members of the California Biodiversity Network,
including representatives from the California 30x30
Equity Workshop panel, scientists, academia, and
conservation and outdoor recreation practitioners
across the state of California
• Members of the California Natural Resource Agency
30x30 Advisory Committee

Audubon California
California 30x30 Advisory Committee
California Academy of Sciences
California Biodiversity Network
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Water Resources
California Institute for Biodiversity
California Invasive Plant Council
California Native Plant Society
California Natural Resources Agency
California State University, Chico
California Trust for Public Lands
City of Los Angeles
Contra Costa County Habitat Conservancy

East Bay Regional Park District
Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy
Hispanic Access Foundation
Outdoor Outreach
People of the Global Majority in the Outdoors, Nature and
Environment
Prevention Institute
Point Blue Conservation Science
Santa Barbara Land Trust
The Association of Ramaytush Ohlone
The Nature Conservancy
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Office of the President
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Southern California

Open Forum

general discussion on other topical areas as defined by the
participants

Life Expectancy
mental and physical health impacts from limited or no access to
parks and open space that results in diminished life expectancy

Loss of Land & Control
restitution from historical practices of displacement, redlining
and forced removal

Green Gentrification &
Displacement
displacement from park development and ecological
restoration of open spaces

Research Recommendations:
Open Forum

1.

Research is needed into how to diversify the science fields as well as the people conducting the
science.

2.

Study better ways to integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) with western science.

3.

Study how to both generalize TEK and incorporate distinct views from the different Californian
indigenous cultures.

4.

Identify successful models from around the world of integrating TEK with western science to
achieve conservation outcomes.

5.

Study how “different ways of knowing” can affect restoration goals and outcomes.

6.

Research the negative results of restoration outcomes for lessons learned.

7.

Study how to better integrate demographic information into community science efforts.

8.

Make sure that community science data and results are reported back and available to the
communities that provided input.

9.

Research the different health outcomes from variations on access to nature.

10.

Develop methodology to monitor and measure desired equity outcomes.

11.

Develop new models where human elements are incorporated into natural systems.

Research Recommendations:
Diminished Life Expectancy

1. Synthesize existing research to advance knowledge on the disproportionate decreases in life expectancy in
communities of color with limited or no access to nature.
2. Build new mapping data layers related to public health and equitable access.
3. Map distributional inequities in variations to access to nature.
4. Research systemic barriers to operationalizing equity in the conservation and environmental industries that
includes community-based organizations.
5. Research state budget appropriation, allocation and investment into issues around equity that bring to light
performance metrics on outcomes.
6. Model successful standards that leverage multiple benefits beyond typical education and language translations
for equitable access to nature.
7. Conduct research into cultural misconceptions about BIPOC and their relationship to nature and the outdoors.
8. Examine new models to career pathways in the environmental industry by marginalized communities of color
that resolve for existing barriers and social injustice; for example, the wildfire crews drawn from California’s
incarcerated populations but are not eligible for the job once released.

Research Recommendations:
Loss of Land & Control

1. Research the historical progression of large-scale conservation in California to document land
loss and displacement.
2. Engage indigenous people to map their traditional territories and lands.
3. Research the current easement language used by land trusts for expansion to allow more
indigenous cultural practices.
4. Study the necessary capacity building (legal, financial, technical management expertise, human
resources, long term sustainability) for indigenous communities to take back lands.
5. Study more effective models for conservation groups and land trusts that go beyond the
standard DEI approach.
6. Research barriers to Indigenous stewardship that are baked into conservation tools and
institutional frameworks.
7. Research Native land trusts (there are at least 8 in CA) to learn about the opportunities and
challenges they have encountered, and how they are working through those.

Research Recommendations:
Green Gentrification &
Displacement
1. Study a model as a requirement for the allocation of public subsidies for park development, preservation and
restoration of open space that prevents the displacement of communities of color in proximity to the site and
embeds social equity outcomes.
2. When planning investments to improve access to parks and other open space, invest research into who is using the
existing access and who uses the access after improvement.
3. Research how to prevent displacement and gentrification resulting from investment in waterway improvements.
4. Research successful models of community engagement, with a specific focus on communities of color, in
conservation, access and park design and develop a set of best practices.
5. Research the most effective models of “technical assistance” often provided to communities that lack capacity to
engage or lead conservation and access planning efforts.
6. Test the hypothesis that park, open space signage in multiple languages increases use by non-English speaking
populations.

7. Study effective and successful community engagement techniques for their ability to be used to train and educate
local, state, federal and NGO organizations to be more effective.
8. Research the reasons why awareness and concern for the environment by communities of color are not translating
into greater diversity in environmental, conservation and natural resources workforce, including academia.
9. Research effectiveness of various youth conservation programs in their long-term impact on career paths and
workforce diversity.
10. Research the “minimum critical funding” for new parks to be effectively maintained and managed to meet their
conservation and access objectives.
11. Research cultural and indigenous use of plants that can be used to develop stewardship connections to parks and
open space.

30x30
Equity
Forum on
Research
Gaps
Thursday February 17, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Hosted By: California Biodiversity
Network Steering Committee in
Partnership with Point Blue
Conservation Science

For more information, please contact:
Dr. Ana M. Alvarez
aalvarez@ebparks.org
Jon B. Jarvis
jonbjarvis@gmail.com

